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a walt dulge in your bosom the baneful. passion of anger, | grace, willingly to submit to him, and gladly to re- 
Mox ality you are overcome yourself with evi). You are not | ceive the infinite bounty of his beneficence, 
<== likely in this way to effect a reconciliation, but still 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


INFLUENCE OF VIRTUE. 


« Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
7—Romans xii. 21. 


Amidst the variety of excellent counsels given us 
by the chief of the apostles, may be reckoned the one 
which stands at the lead of these remarks. Perhaps 
no words could be put vogether, which carry a more 
weighty consideration. A moment’s reflection will 
teach us, that a conformity in life to the principles 
inculcated in.the above declaration, would be attend- 
ed with the most beneficial consequences to individ- 
vals and tothe community at large. If we strive 
ever so much to find its equal in the different-codes 
of heathen philosophy, our efforts will be fruit- 
less. Although the morals taught by Socrates, Sen- 
eca and Plato, were good, yet they are lost, as it 
were, when compared with that system of sublime 
morality inculcated by Christ and his apostles. ‘The 
former held forth the necessity of virtuous habits, or 
e correct external deportment, whilst the latter laid 
the foundation of vital piety, and showed by their 
theory that pure morality is founded in the best af- 
fections of the soul, and originates from an internal 
principle of love to God and good will to man, The 
one attached infinite importance to our virtues by 
ynculcating the idea that endless bliss depended on 
eur conduct, whilst the other, though more fervent 
in their devotions, believed salvation or endless life 
was the gift of God by grace, and that our works 
had nothing to do with it. These two views of the 
subject of salvation may be said to be those, which 
at present divide the Christian world ; and they are 
as different in their effects, as they are in their na- 
tures. ‘Che one creates an overbearing disposition 
and imstils into the mind a principle of pride and 
vain glory ; the other, while it inspires the heart with 
an ardent Zeal in the service of God, clothes the per- 
son with humility, tends directly to the destruction of 
pride, ostentation and self-confidence, and ever man- 
ifests itself in producing those precious fruits, which 
feast the souls of those, who are bound together by 
the ties of christian love and union. 


The gospel system is the most excellent, both as 
it regards the improvement of the human intellect, 
m unfolding to us the brightest prospects, and in 
producing a course of virtuous conduct, superior to 


whatever was seen to be the effect of any other sys- 


‘em. ft im every respect shows itself to be worthy 
ofits Divine Author. 

How different would the conduct of professed 
Christians be, if in all cases they conformed their 
tives to the precepts of Christ and his apostles. The 
injunctions of the gospel surely ought to be for our 
tule of life and condnet. But because the practices 
of. many do not comport.with them, will any be so 

_ingenerous as to condem this glorious system alto- 
gether ? 
Had the christian church, in every age, adhered to 
the instructive lesson of Paul, it would have been 
waved from that disgrace, which has been brought 
tby those cruel persecutions, which furnish 
jever with such a ‘powerful armour against 
wigin. If mankind, instéad of being over- 
1, should use their exertions to overcome 
rd, it would be attended with a Vast ad- 
man happiness. That some good may 
acerue froin the consideration of the passage, which 
Stands at the head of this article, it will be proper 
Wor the reader to inquire, * Am [ overcome of evil ?” 
on doubiless in various ways are exposed to, tempt- 
ation, and are therefore liable to fall from that stead- 
fastness, which it is your duty, as Christians, to 
Preserve. Whatis your present standing ?, Are 
you overcome with passion becanse your neighbor 


to widen the breach between you. How mauy there 
are, who are lost to each other’s soviety and friend- 
ship for the sake of gratifying a vindictive spirit.— 
An unchristianlike principle of retaliation has too 
frequently gained the ascenderty in the hearts of 
those, who profess to be governed by. the precepts 
of him whe told his disciples to, »vgive their enemres 
and to do good to them who desvit-fully used them 
and persecuted them. Though such may profess 
the religion of Christ, they do hot possess his spirit. 

It is often urged by those who mdulge themselves 
in unchristianlike habits, t! at there is no perfection 
in buman nature,—that we have afl sinned and come 
short of the glory of God,—“ that there is none that 
do good, no, not one.” We must affiem that this, 
though scripture, comes with atrill-grace from the 
mouth of one, who would urge the fiults of others 
in justification of his own miscogguct. But man- 
kind are apt to catch at any thing as an excuse of 
their folly ; and the defects of those who have been 
reputed as good men are freque:ty fed upon with 
greediness by those, who are inchned to indulge 
themselves in vice & immorality. Thedrunkard most 
generally brings up Lot as an example for him, The 
passionate man wil refer you to Moses when he 
broke the tables of stone. The adulterer will quote 
an instance from the life of David, which answers 
his purpose. Did the children of men know that 
whilst they are overcome of evil, they are voluntary 
slaves, and debar themselves from the most sublime 
pleasure without the most distant prospect of re- 
ceiving any las‘ing good, motives of self-interest, if 
no more, would lead them to a regular course of 
ah 

The scriptures are very expbegenrigh respent to 
the reward of virtue and the punishinent of vice. 
They teach us that “ great peace have they that love 
God’s law, and that nothing shall offend them ;” and 
“that the way of the transgressor is hard.” Your 
own experience—your own conscience tells you if 
you are overcome of evil, let it be of what kind it 
may, you are lost to every thing like pure enjoy- 
ment. But the evil does not stop here, The vicious 
man can be no comfort to himself nor to those 
around him. Wherever he is, discontent is seen to 
brood upon the countenance of all present. Like 
4 contagious distemper, he is shunned even by his 
best friends. O vice, how hateful thou art! Even 
the worst of the human species hate that very vice 
in others, which they are disposed to indulge in them- 
selves ; and virtue commands respect from the most 
irreligious and profane. It is easy for us to see the 
excellency of the one and the deformity of the oth- 
er. They are both before us. Reader, choose the 
good and refuse the evil. Be exhorted, therefore, 
as you value your own peace and the happiness of 
those around you, as well as the promotion of the in- 
terest of truth, to witness the divine origin of the 
doctrine you profess by a renunciation of every 
thing that might give occasion toany to speak -re- 
proachfully of christianity. By a faithful discharge 
of the important duties of your ealling, evince to 
your opposets that you are not overcome of evil, but 
that you have overeome evil with good. 

There is no room to doubt bat what the Almighty 
will overcome all evil with good. We may there- 
fore be assured that evil is temporary, not eternal. 
And though the best of the human species do not 
taste of the cup of unmingled joy here, yet we have 
reason to hope that the time will arrive when there 
will be nothing to annoy our peace ; for there must 
necessarily be an end to natural and moral evil.— 
Ever bear it in mind, reader, that God is to over- 
come bis enemies by making them his friends ; that 
lve never will cease to be good to his rebellious chil- 
dren, unless he should cease to be God, and that -he 





has injured you ? Remember that while. you mr; 


wallundoubtediy bring them, by the power of his 


” 


| 





At the close of this article we would put a ques- 
tion to the friends and opposers of the sentiment 
which it is the design of this paper to defend, Wil 
God ever overoome evil with good? He surely will, 
There cannot be the shadow of a doubt oft. Evil will 
finally be exterminated from the Universe. [s there 
one that can disbelieve a sentiment so rational, sé 
scriptural ? And can any one say that this does not 
represent the character of the divine Being infinitely 
lovely 2?) Who can avoid exclaiming, who is there 
in Heaven like unto thee, a God of infinite love and 
inercy, andthere is none on earth IT desire beside 
thee. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within ov@praise his holy name. EF. M***, 


ED) Girma 


FROM THE NANTUCKET INQUIRER, 


INTEMPERANCE. 

The well meant exertions of the benevolent in all 
parts of dur country, are directed towards the sup- 
pression of a vice peculiar only to the human spe- 
ciese: ‘Phe subject in question has drawn forth the 
arguments, the sympathies, and the denunciations of 
philosophers, philaothrapists aud legislators. Means 
the most powerful) whieh social meu could possibly 
adopt, to avert the overwhelming evils of inebriety, 
it would seem, have already been exercised. Laws 
against drunkeness and debauchery, as severe as the 
nature of our institutions will allow, have been enact- 
ed, Societies for the avowed purpose of restrainin 
and reforming the intemperate, have been organised, 
with a zeal and an earnestness highly commendable 
—and yet this formidable foe to public order and do- 
mestic happiness stalks forth uushackled, still tramp- 
ling fearlessly over all the beaaties of the moral 
work, —_ 

Would it not be proper to inquire into the cause of 
this incongruity in the science of social government ? 
Have the most suitable methods been emyloyed ? 
Has not the road been mistaken ? Has the axe been 
laid at the root of the tree ? 

The experience of ages has convinced the majority 
of mankind that rewards and encouragements are 
more effective than punishments and curses in thei? 
operation on the human mind ané on human con- 
duct, in reference to the ameljoration of ourrace. A 
very great change has already taken place in this 
respect among metaphysical theorists and teachers of 
religion, Incitements to virtue, and promises of hap- 
piness, have been wisely substituted for threats and 
anathemas, In some minds, it is true, the force of 
ignominy and the fear of retribution powerfully pre- 
dominate over the love of distivetion and the hope of 
recompense, But with much the greatest portion of 
men, a contrary principle will be found to prevail. 
They are more easily lured than driven into the path 
of virtue. 

It is reasonable then to conclude, that, in attempt- 
ing the reformation of the intemperate, much more 
can be done by way of exhortation than command, 
Men, even when they Jose their senses, do not always 
lose their sensibilities. Persuasion and remonstrance 
—kindness and affection, should be exhausted before 
an appeal is made tethe strength of the law, to a 
public exposure, or to an alienation of private friend- 
ship. The ptcuniary condition, the domestic mis- 
fortunes, the intellectual troubles of the unfortunate 
delinquent should be delicately ascertained ; his mo- 
tives and feelings entered \into, and relieved by coun- 
‘sel snd by participation. ‘This cotirse of proceeding, 
it is believed, will, in nine cases out of ten, produce 
much happier results, and be the means of reclaiming 
inapy more victims to passion and excess, than can 
ever be expected from the present mode of crowding 
them out of society—scowling them into despair— 
making them outlaws from all haman sympathy— 
and leaving them to struggle against fate, fortune, 
and the frowns of their fellow beings. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN TNTELLIGENCER. 


INFINITY OF SIN. 


Mr. Epvrron—On almost every subject. except 
religion, men are generally inclined to be reasonable, 
and to exercise, occasionally at least, some degree of 
eandor. But when rehyion is approached, reason 
mast not obtrude. Common sense must keep ata 
respectful distance. Philosophy must hold a mute 
lip, aud muse in silence on the absurdities, the follies, 
and the superstitions which humiliate and torture the 
world, Leta man become emtmently spiritual, when 
tested by the criterion of bis sect, and he may sit 
with the port of Majesty, and dogimatize without the 
fear of discoinfiture. ‘Though located aniong us, he 
is rendered invulnerable by a sort of indirect invisi- 
bility. The rules of his warfare have denied the use 
of every weapon, which can possibly reach him, 
Even the indication of a disposition to inquire into 
the reasonableness of the opinions, which he dog- 
matically disseminates, will fix upon the wisest and 
the best of men, the stigma of Aufidelity, or the odi- 
um of atheisin. Thus circumstanced, it matters not 
what point of sectarian theology ts controverted., 
Ali points are deemed sacred, and highly tayportant 
to immortal souls, and therefore the reproach conse- 
quent upon denying the truth of any of them, is bear- 
ly the same. If there be any difference in the cie- 
gree of odium incurred by opposition to popular 
opinions, it Is in confronting the most monstrous 
vagaries of the imagination. Absurdities the most 
gigantic, whims the most pnerile, and coutradicious 
the most palpable, are esteemed the most essential to 
lying tmmortals, and of course opposition to these ts 
deemed the climax of blindness aud cemmiuality. 
The doctrine of the tnfinity of sin ranks with this 
class of prevalent errors. Sin, itis said, is coinmit- 
ted against an tofinie Gad, it ts an insult offered to 
infinite Majesty, itis a determined opposition to in- 
finite holiness, and therefore sin is ao infinite evil, 
aud justly demerits infinite punishment. Deny these 
conclusions, and we are, with unblushing effiontery, 
accused of being in love with sin, and of “roiling i 
as a sweet morsel under our tongue.” But is this a 
natural conclusion ? Is it certain that a man would 
be in love with the taste of gall, if he did not believe 

he quantity of wtto be infinite 2 Is it certain that we 
are in love with orthodoxy, Uwe believe the errors 
and mischief which it produces in society are not in- 
finite, but limited? Sin is a great evil, but not an 
infinite one. It is the transgression et the law by a 
frail mortal. It is the act of a finite, dependant 
creature, ane therefore cannot be infinite. O this 
we may be just as certain, as that an ounc® does not 
weigh a ton, or that two and two are not a thousand. 
‘This is so self-evident a truth, thatijt would be as im- 
proper to attempt its substantiation by a loag and 
erttical course of argument, as to connect a tedious 
series of historical reasonings to prove that the strip- 
pling of Israel was less in stature than Goliah of 
Gath. What should we think of the naturalist, who 
should give us a long, solemn, and alarmiug account 
of an infinite mustard seed, a boundless pepper corn, 
or an omnipresent animalenle 2? We should certain- 
ly suppose that his reason had resigned its empire to 
an unlawful credulity, and give no credence to his 
speculations. Children might be terrified Jest the 
pepper corn should roll over and crush them or the 
monstrous little animal trample them to death under 
his feet; but men of reason and reflection would ex- 
perience no emotion, except pity for the bewildered 
fabricator. Intending ina future paper to offer a few 
wards more upon this subject, TP shall now only sug- 
gest a few things for the consideration of those, who 
may not have examined it with particular attention. 


1. Sin is evidently not infinite, because it is the 
act of a finite creature, who is, in comparison with 
infinity “as vothing, and less than nothing and van- 
ity.’ 2. Sin is evidently not iafinite, because it is 
exceeded by grace. ‘ Where sin abounded, grace 
might much more abound.” 5S. Sin is evidently not 
infinite, because it can be effectually done away. 
“ Behold the lamb of God, that taketh away the sin 

‘ 


~~ 


of the world.” Ss. S, 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


LETTER TO A MINISTER. 

Reverend Sir—— 

The Sermon which you preached from the 
interrogatories of the Saviour, * For what is a man 
profited, if he shall gaiv the whole world, and lose his 
own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul 7 recorded Matt.xvi. 26,has been revolving 
in my mind for a number of days ; and hoping you 
will have the candor to attend to afew observations 
from one who ts friendly to your prosperity and wel 

fare, 1 take the liberty to address you by letter. 1 
hope you will not beeome impatient on casting your 
eye on its contents, under the apprehension that I 
am about to examine your Sermon, as a reviewer of 
that kind of composition and argumentation, and inn- 
pertinently decidéon its mertls ; for to indulge in 
such indecorum is not my intention, You are sim- 
ply requested, Rev. Sir, to condescend so far as to 
inform me, Whether you are fully convinced, from a 
careful examinatien of the original Greek of the 
above text, that it justifies the use you made of it, in 
your Sermon, in relation to * the Immortal souls of 
dying mortals.” [have it from some of those an- 
thors, who are reputedly learned, and even some that 
are profoundly so, thatthe original word, which is 
rendered soul, in the 26th verse, ts precisely the same 
word which is rendered life in the verse preceding 
it. That statement of the subject, at least appears 
reasonable 5 as we are hardly able to conceive, why 
our Saviour should say to bis disemples, & For who- 
soever will save his life shall lose it; and whosoeve: 
wil dose his life for my sake shall find u,” and then 
ask two questions concerning losing and saving, so 
very déstant from bis subject of discourse, as the 
present translation of the next verse, would seem to 
imply. Indeed, Sir, if you will not consider it pe- 
dantic for those inguiring for information, to intimate 
their own knowledge of the subject, 1 sould inform 
you that [ know the statement above mentioned to 
be literally correct 3 and that the word ts the same in 
both cases. To us#*he words of a celebrated Ex- 
position of Arminian sentiments, T should say, “ On 
what authority many have translated the word 
psuche, in the 25th verse, life, and in this verse, soul, 
[ know not: but am certain it means life, in both 
places. If aman should gainthe whole world, its 
riches, houors and pleasures, and lose his life, what 
would all these profit him, seeing they could only be 
enjoyed, during life.” ‘This being the case in relation 
to ihe original word, I should be glad to know, on 
what principle of fair construction, you applied the 
subject to “the immortality of the soul”—“'o the 
importance of securing the soul’simmortal interest. 
and the efernal destruction to which the soul is ex 

posed, unless its immortal interest ts secured.” You 
cannot think strange, Rev. Sir, that such language 
was to me unintelligible. Norhas any person with 
whom T have conversed, been able to explain it,— 
But shonld you still retain the sentiments you offer- 
xdon the passage, I hope you will not fail to fa- 
vor me with a written declaration of the same, 
and of your best reasons for so doing. Should no 
réply be received, my unwillingness to believe you 
would refuse “ to give an answer to every one that 
should ask vou a reason, of the hope that isin you 
with meekness and fear,” will naturally lead to the 
conclusion, that you had not before so particularly ex- 
amined the passage, and are now satisfted, it does not 
relate to the immortality of the soul, &e. IT will, 
therefore, close with a frier dly intimation, that those 
who stand on holy ground, and pretend to investi- 
gate subjects on which hang everlasting things, ought 
to be extremely cautious, that they neither add to, 
nor diminish from, the words of the divine book.— 
Hoping some important subjects may be more fully 
disclosed to your understanding, each day of your 
life, I subscribe myself your humble servant for 
Christ’s sake. EXPERIENCE. 





= —— — 





Pay a most implicit regard totruth, and let nothing 
howeéver advantageous it may be, tempt you to vio- 
late its sacied laws. 





Consider and treat all mankind as your brethren. 
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PORTLAND, SATURDAY, SEPT. 27, 1823. 


‘¢y AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.” 


WHITTITIITII TTI i ee 
BEWARE OF HYPOCRITES. 

It is no less instructive than amusing, to observe the paing 
taken by our orthodox neighbors to prejudice the public mind 
against the doctrine of Universal salvation. Instead of ap- 
pealing ‘to the law and the testimony,” they circulate ri- 
diculous stories, ransack the disma! cells of State Prisons,and 
hunt upold hypocrites and villains, if perchance, they may 
find one in cach State, professing universalism, if one such: 
character can be found among all the detested scoundrels in 
a State, they clasp him in their arms, and holding him up te 
public notice, rush forward, raising aloud shout of triumph 
and rejoicing. ‘The truth of these observations will appear 
evident to every candid reader, after having carefully perus- 
ed the following story, from the ‘* Concord (NV. H.) Reposi- 
tory,” as copied into the “ Newburyport Herald.” Some 
‘* pious man,” probably the minister of the town, associated 
witha convict in the Prison, who, on his death-bed, acknow]- 
edged his hypocrisy in having professed, what he never be. . 
Leved ; and the account is triumphantly published, as though 
it was an unanswerable refutation of “ Universauism.” 


EXTRACT. 

* A convict atthe State Prison in this town, who was a pro- 
fessed universalist, but a man of cons derable discernment, 
was confined to a sick bed. While thus situated, a pious 
man was led to converse w th him on religious subjects and 
to inquire into the nature of hishope. He expressed on this 
occasion a firm belief in the doctrine of universal salvation, 
and unlimited confidence in the mercy and goodness of God. 
Opportunities were repeatedly embraced to bring the subject 
to the mind of the sick man. and arguments used in vain to 
shake the grounds of his belief—he const:ntly asserted his 
firm reliance on divine mercy, and his full belief that all men, 


viour, This conidence continned, and this hope’ appeared to 
sustain him under all his sufferings, till he was convinced that 
his case was dangerous, and there was little or no prospect of! 
his recovery. He then began to exhibit marks of trouble and 
anxiety, and at the first convenient opportunity requested his 
faithful friend to read and pray with him. The friend ex- 
pressed surprise, and enquired—Why this concern? Wher 
isthe ground of your hope? What has become of your be- 
lief in the doctrine of universal salvation? With a heart ap- 
parently torn with grief, and eyes suffused in tears, he ex. 


built in the air, and presenting no foundation on which to 
rest the soul in atrying hour! Didyou ever believe in the 
doctrine of universal salvation? I must be candid now, was 


the reply—I never did! Arsidst all my pretensions, 1 never 


stifle my conscience, and in scenes of wickednesss to quiet my 
fears, but 1 never had a full belief that such a system would 
stand the final test. He continued anxious to attend to the 
bible, and to hear the prayers and pious counsel of his friend ; 
but to the last moments of bis life deprecated in the strongest 
terms the delusive and fatal error which he had. formeriy at- 
tempted to believe. beware Universalist, and avoid the 
pangs which rent the breast of this your brother. Before it 
is too late, renounce the delusive hope which you now sa 
fondly cherish. Embrace the heavenly truths of the Gospel, 
that you be not finally cast out where the worm dieth not and 
the fire is not quenched.” 

Having carefully and candidly perused this wonder ful 
story, we were naturally led to estimate its value, admitting 
its truth ; which we donotdeny. It appears to embrace the 
following interesting particulars. 

I. As the story was considered to be “a striking picture of 
Universalism,” we were first led to inquire, whether the Con: 
vict ever wasa Universalist. This we find, on retracin 
account, was not pretended; but on the contrary,, 
confessed on his death-bed that he never believed 
trine. See the following. ‘ Did you ever believe 
trine of universal salvation ? I must be candid 
reply—I NEVER DID! ! Amidst all my pretenste 
er had confidence in its truth."* Now this language is explic it 


pretentions to a belief in that doctrine were hypocritical. 
And we should ever remember that as the hypocrite never did 
believe universalism, it could not have been thecause of his 
being in the State Prison, unless his disbelieving it, made it 
influential over his conduct ; and if that were the case, what 
kept his pious associate out of the same confinement? for 





he also disbelieved the doctrine. 


on leaving this worid, will be received into the arms of the Sa-, 


claimed, Oh, it is good for nothing! Itis vanity! A castle, 


had confidence in its truth. It may have served at times te. 


and we know the-prisoner never was a universalist. All hig * 
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If. As the Convict is held forth asa pattern worthy of imi- 
tation, for having “ boldly deprecated” what “he never be- 
lieved,” we were desirous of ascertaining, whether he met 
with any essential change of sentiment. And to our surprise, 
on reading the story a second time, we find no such preten- 
siom There isno intimation but thathe had ever been, at 
heart, as orthodox as his pious friend; but had hypocriti- 
cally professed a belief in Universalism. Being ona death- 
bed, he threw aside the mask of dissimulation, and appeared 
as he really was ; a believer in orthedoxy. To be sure, “he 
continued anxious to attend to the bible, and to hear the 
prayers and pious counsel of his friend; but to the last mo- 
ment deprecated the delusive and fatal error which he had 
formerly attempted to believe.” Buttiisis no more than all 
such pious people would do, ina like case, when constrained 
to confess themselves hypocrites, ui having protessed, what 
they never believed. As it is a sine qua non with calvinists, 
that a man shallrenounce all confidence in universalism, to 
be considered as one of the elect, the Convict, it appears, 
conrplied with their conditions of salvation, achnowieugea 
his past dissimulation, and was fellowshipped by his pious 
friends. 

iif. From the foregoing, it is most evident that, the narra- 
tor of the above story, must have been ;totaliy blind or ex- 
tremely bypocritical, in setting it furth as a picture of Uni- 
versalism, and calling the Convict the ‘brother of Univer- 
salists,, when there are but two Characters pourtrayed in the 
picture ; and these are, a pious Caivicist and a lypocriti- 
cal Convict, neither of wiom, ever believed in universai sal- 
vation. it has nothing to do with universalism, but to show 
that, such characters * deprecate it as a delusive and fatal 
error.” The story relaies primarily to orthodoxy and hy- 
pocrisy. We-might with equal propriety attempt to give a 
picture of the dangerous effects of Valvumism, and cite an in- 
stance, in whicha villain, who had always protessed that doc- 
trine, was heard to declare on his death-bed, that he never 
believed incalvinism, in his life. Should we thus commit 
ourselves, we should be considered, pitiably weak, or con- 
temptibly wicked. 

[V¥. We are under obligations of gratitude to the editor 
and publisher of the “* Concord Repository,” for the assistance 
they have rendered us, in making probable calculations on 
the professors of universalism. if they are detected in great 
crimes, asis sometimes the case, we may presume they are ol 
the same stamp with the above described Convict. Were 
they called to a death-bed, they would confess their dissimu- 





jauon, and acknowledge they never did believe in universal 
alvation. ‘The story agrees very well with the observations | 
we have made on professors of the doctrine, forwe have al- 
ways found those who were less virtuous, to be less siicere | 
and hearty in the profession of universalism; wiile the | 


' 
| 


more upright and exempiary, are unwavering in thea iaith, 
tranquil and triumphant im the hour of death. 


Y. We lament that, in the publication of the above rela- 
tion, the writer should have been so unhappy im making his 
application. So far from appiying it to Universalists, Of | 
whom no description is given, he ought to have addressed | 
himself to all his brethren in the faith of “the heaveuly | 
truths” of partial election, unconditional reprobation and 
eternal misery, for the glory of God and the good of the uni- 
verse ; and exhorted them not to profess universalism, when 


they were about to commit a crime which would expose them 
Othe State Prison ; lest they should, like their friend of sim- 
ith, be compelled to acknowledge themselves hypocrites, 
villains, agd that they never did believe in universal 
eWe think the account in the Repository, would 
d quite as well, if a word had been said to such 
semblers, on the inpropriety of indulging in 
t penalty is imprisonment in those dismal cells. 

mit Ave been far more consistent for the writer, to cau- 
jon his own brethren agai.st such iniquityand dissimulation, 
Wan to attempt to influence real universalists to renounce a 
Octrine in which they deal justly, love mercy and walk 
humbly with God, and toembrace one which would probably 
Conduct them tothe villain’s home, the State Prison. Should 
the pious minister of Concord, or any other manof like fem: 
verate habits, make another discovery, equally honorable to 





Wiversalists, and just to their Calvinist opposers, we solicit 


the editor of tne Repository to publish it without delay, as a 
terror to hypocrites, and a praise tothom who profess what 


they soberly believe. 
—~—2. ¢ ae -- 


“YE ARE PHYSICIANS OF NO VALUE.” 

Without hastily ceusuring the motives of those officious 
Calvinists, who call on the sick and the dying, of a dissimilar 
and more liberal faith, and unsolicited, catechize them in 
relation to their opinion of a future state, it may not be iim- 
proper to offer a few remarks, by which we may duly appre 
ciate the value of their labors. When those pretended 
spritual Physicans attack their feeble, valetudinarian 
neighbors, aad, instead of leading them “to him who only 
hath unmortality,”” attempt to sink them in the pit, which is 
bottomless and boundless, by demanding an unqualified sur- 
render of their confidence inthe universal mercy and good- 
ness of God, have we not reason to believe, they were not 
sent forth to ** heal the sick ;” and that their prescriptions are 
of “no value?” instead of being satisfied that others should 
* believe with all their heart that Jesus jis the Christ, the Sa- 
viour of the world,” they demand their cheerful assent to the 
unceasing torment of immortal intelligences. A strong de- 
testation of sin and unholiness; ardent love to God and man, 
anda joyful fa:th in the great Redeemer, are not enough ; 
faith must also be professed in an immortal Devil and an 
endless hell, or they must emdure the msolence and anathemas 
of those ange!s of uninerciful vengeance. These champions in 
controversy, will exhaust the strength and patience of the 
sick and the dying, with their vociferous arguments, and then 
boast of having confounded them. 

But what analogy does such conduct bear, to the labors of 
the real ministerof Jesus? In what instance did Christ or 
his aposties require the sick to renounce a betief in the mercy 
of God, and adopt the belief of endess misery? Since nothing 
like this is found in tie acts and Jabors of the apostles, to 
what source must we trace these pernicious, inquisitorial prac- 
tices of visiting the sick and afilicted, not to heal and relieve, 
but to decide on their faith, whether it be sound or heretical 7 
As these self constituted judges do not pretend to produce any 
example of Christ or his apostles, to justify Uieir conduct, we 
are not uncharitable in saying, that ther only authority is 
derived from the pious inquisitors of the Church of Rome, 
and their pious imitators m seceding churches. On what 
better authority than that of Popes,can they denounce a 
inan as an feretic, and deserving of everlasting burnings, for 
believing in God, the Saviour of all men ¢ 

According to their own creed, God will effectually call, 
renew and save all his elect people; and no others. Why 
then do they torment their fellow mortals, on a death-bed, by 
demanding their’assent to a doctrine, so abhorrent to all be- 
nevolent feelings, without the possibility of altering their final 
desuny ! oe 

O, how different are the visits of hittywho isthe messenger 
of mercy. He says to the dying, “I pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God.” When the perishable and 
tottering pillars of human nature are gradually falling in 
ruins, the countenances of kindred and of friends become 
melancholy,and the eyes of feeling visitors gush with streams 
of tearful sympathy, how sweet, how glorious is nis voice, 
while he points to heaven, saying, “there is the house not 
made with hands.” By gently leading the dying to the celes- 
tial Physician, this minister of grace performs a work, every 
way equivalent to * healing the sick.” He excites confidence 


fin him, “ who isa merciful and faithful high Priest, in things 


pertaining to God.” fils calls, though often repeated, are so 
desirable, so welcome, that to the waiting, @uxlous paticut, 
they seem “ like angel’s visits ; few, and far between.” 
alt at 
FORMING CHARACTERS FOR ETERNITY. 


Among the various denominations of christians, professing 


' a belief in the endless sufferings of some of the human family, 


there are few general assertions more frequently uttered, than 
that “ we are all forming characters for eternity; by which 
i suppose they mean, that, just as our characters are in this 
world, such they will remain, without alteration, forever and 
ever. Now it is not my present object to refute that notion, 
but to propose a few queries for the consideration of those 
who make the assertion, that they may apprehend the conse 
quences which it involves. 

if it be true that men will sustaig the same character, in 
the future as in the present life, and that without a possibility 
of change, how will it be with our Calvinist neighbors who 
say in their solemn prayers, that they are guilty,hell-deserving 
sinners, and sin continually against @ God of infinite purity 
ana holiness, in wor’, thought and deed? What shall we 
corclude will ve the fate of sueh.as confess thernselves 


guilty of all the sins which others can enumerate’ Now if 


such people are forming characters for eternity, will they not 
eternally remain just as sinful and guilty as they now are ? 
These people profess to believe, that in this life, the best of 
men are unable to obey the perfectly holy law of God ; and 
that this snabelity is a finitely criminal, According to the 
above assertion, thea, they will possess the same character to 
eternity; therefore, they will be infinitely crimimal to eterni 
ty ! 
" Another theme onwhich such professors harp with scem- 
mg sincerity and earnestness, is, that every man will fare, ip 
the eternal world, just according tothe character which he 
forms in this; and comparing it wit): the above, to what does 
it 2rount, but thatevery Calvinict,at least, will be infjnitely 
gnéal,criminal, and miserable to egernity ? 
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To avoid this conclusign, they must either deny that their 
character isso bad as they frequently assert, and alter their 
prayers (a diffirult task for some of thei) or acknowledge 
they are not forming characters for eternity, or devise some 
echeme by which stch guilty sinners can be blessed, and yet 
retain their tine-qgubaleaded chucheadt. 

A word forthe Arminians, in fature. 

be 

The Selectmen of this town, called a meeting on Tuesday 
lasty to consult on measures most proper to be adopted, in re- 
lation to our suffering fellow-citizens of H/iscasset and Alna, 
many of whom, in consequence of the late destructive fire in 
those towns, have become the proper objects of human com- 
passion and liberality. It was thought expedient to appoint 
a Committee consisting of six, for the purpose of first solicit- 
ing individual subseriptions through the town; after whict 
a contribution is to be taken in each religious Society ; and 
all the monies raised, to be paid over to the Selectmen ot 
Wiscasset and Alna, or such other board, as by those towns, 
may be authorized io receive and appropriate it, to the relief 
of the sufferers, as far as it imay extend. 

When we take into consideration, the reputed liberality of 
the inhabitants of this town, together with the unparalled de- 
privations of our fellow-citizens, we cannot but antic:pate a 
very generous and honorable expression of their compassion 
and munificence, 





ORIGINAL ANECDOTE, 

Two young gentlemen of W******* in this State, were 
engaged, not long since, in a controversy concerning the doc- 
trine ofendless punishment. In order to show that none 
would suffer the * vengeance of eternal fire,” one of them 
quoted the followmg text: “ For this is good and acceptable 
in the sight of God, our Saviour, who will have all men to be 
saved, and come unto the knowledge of the truth.” The oth- 
errepked that the bible contained no such passage. The 


first calls for a bible, Gnds the text, and beginsto read; when . 


to his astonishment, au old lady of pious, orthodox princi- 
ples, opens a door leading into another apartment, and look- 
ing out, exclaims, “ ff it does read so, when you come to die 


I guess you wow't find itso!” The best made of refuting the. 


doctrine of Universal Restoration ! 





The Editor made a short but pleasant tour during the last 
week to Monmouth aud Greene, and delivered two djscourses 
in each of those towns. ‘he rrrexps OF TRUTH appear to be 
anxious to hear the good word of life, and were they organiz- 
ed into regular Societies, would doubtless be able to support 
a servant of the universa] Saviour. tle also had the pleasure 
of preaching on Friday evening of last week, to a crowded 
and attentive audience in the south part of Gorham. 


Bene weqe ene | 


To Reapgxs snp CoraesponpEenrts. 

Information has been received from ‘ Nazarenus,” thats 

on account of @ pressure of important business to which he 
must atlend, he has not written us of late; but that he will 
resume his pen as soon as convenient. 
_ We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of a very interest- 
ing and ingenious manuscript, from “ Nazarenus,” and solicit 
the privilege of presenting, in future numbers, such extracts 
aswe may deem expedient, and useful 
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MARRIED. 

In this town, by Rev. Dr. Nichols, Nicholas Gilman, sq. 
of Exeter, N. 11 to Miss Sarah H. Mellen.—Mr. Robert Pluny 
mer to Miss Dorcas Harris 

By the Rev. Mr Streeter, Mr. Samuel Foss to Miss Mary 
Thoms.—Mr. Nathaniel B. Lane to Miss Eliza Green.--Mr. 
William Thorndike: to Miss Margery Dyer. 

sy the Rev. Dr. Payson, Mr. Charles Moody, merchant, to 
Miss Mary Phillips. 

By the Rev. Mr. Ripley, Mr. Harrison Brazier to Miss Anu 
Lowell.—Mr. ——-— Libbey, of Gray, to Miss Mary Simon- 
ton. of Portland: 

By the Rev. Mr. Taylor, Mr. David Buxton to Miss Rhoda 
bryant. 

In North-Yarmouth, Capt. William Smith, of this town, to 
Miss Dorcas M. Watker. 

In Bridgton, Capt. David Burbank, of this town, to Miss So- 
phia Andrews. 
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DIED, 

In this town, Mrs, Betsy ‘owl. aged 62.—Mrs. Ebenezer 
Ryerson, aged 32 —A child of Mr Nathan Winslow, aged 10 
mo.—-A child of Mr. John Leach —A child of Edm. Huntress, 
-——Eunice Waite, only child of Capt. John Waite, Jr.—Mr. 
Nathaniel Newman, aged 49.—Mrs. Almira, wife of Mr. Sirm- 
eon boas, aged 33.— David Burbank, son of Mr. Hosea lisley, 
jr aged 2 years. —Ammi, son of Capt. Phillip Greely, aged ‘3 
mouths . 

In Winchester, N. H. Daniel Hawkins, Esq. aged 95. 

In Rochester, (Vt) August 27th, Mr. Samugr Moree, ag. 
38. tle wasa firm and undeviating believer in Gcd's impar 
tial goodness to mankind. and the cousequent final restoration 
of all men to holiness and happ.ness ‘ii. Morse adorned 
his doctrine by a well ordered hile and conversation, and 
abounding in the chretian virtues. died, fullin the faith, re 
joicingin hope of the glory of God. He lived highly respect 
ed, aud his death is deeply lamented. 
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d POET RY. be a great many such places; for there are a | uncircumcised which are gone down to hell with their 
jhe —_—__—__————— _. | tude of things that never are, and never will be full.} weapons of war.” The fact, that the word hell as on 
Hit 4 “GOD IS LIGHT.” Hell, here, means siapply the grave, whose voraciaus here used does not suggest to us a place of everlast- é 
ae F appetite, greedily devours the human family, and yet }img misery in another world, is evident from the cir- a 
miki! BF Mem ABponry $6 9 trever says “enough.” Death bids mortals to depart, }cumstance that the mighty,slain by the sworc le there V 
i 1] ee Sees a ofall, | Jand the wide yawning moath of the grave! devours | with thetr “ weapons of war.” Surely it is no solid 
Hh ics dt deedling aiaes Bel, her * daily millions at a meal.” _ [reason that a man should be consigned to eternal = 
an And veil their faces ina flame, Isaiah v. 13, 14, “My people are gone into captiv- punishment, merely because he w as slain with the 
ae To see such bright perfections glow— ity because they have vo know ledue; and their hon- | sword ;” for this might happen as it often has hap- * 
it lit Such floods of glory from thee flow. orable men are famished, and their mulutude dried | pened, to the most virtuous and patriotic. Neither s 
+ up with thirst. Therefore bell hath enlarged herself} can we conceive, that if the hell here spoken of, S' 
H What mortal hand shall dare to paint and opened her mouth without measure, and their | means the future state of the damned, how th uld 
ty tive se sang lik hy od on glory, and thir multitude and their pomp and he} take their “ weapons of war with them.” | It means 
dl The brightest Tle oil eneee ated that rejoiceth, shell descend into it.” Will any one} the place of the dead. And the strong bold language of 





A dim effusion of these rays 
Of light, that round Jehovah blaze. 


The sun himself is but a gleam— 
A transient meteor from his throne ; 
And every frail and fickle beam 
That ever in creation shone, 
Is nothing, Lord, compared to thee, 
In thy own vast eternity. 


But, though thy brightness may create 
All worship from the hosts above, 

What most thy name must elevate, 
Is—that thou art a God of love, 

And mercy is the central sun 

Of all thy glories joined in one. 


4 m= 


‘THERE'S NOTHING TRUE BUT HEAVEN.” 
BY MOORR. 


This world is all a floeting show, 
For man’s illusion given : 
Phe smiles of Joy, the tears of Wo, 
Deceitful shine, deceitful how— 
There's nothing true but Heaven ! 


And false the light on Glory’s plume, 
As fading hues of even ; 
And Love, and ifope, and Beauty’s bloom, 
Are blossoms gathered for the tomb— 
There's nothing bright but Heaven! 


Poor wanderers of a stormy day, 
From wave to wave we're driven, 
And Fency’s flash, and Reason’s ray, 
Serve but to light the troubled way— 
There’s nothing calm but Heavea ! 


_p aioe 
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What is the true signification of the word wELL ? 





The next text in which this word is found, is in 
Prov. xxiii. t4, “ Withhold not correction from the 
child, for if thou beatest bim with arod he shall not 
die. ‘Thou shall beat him with a rod, and’shait de- 
fiver his soul from hell.” This, as will readily be 
perceived, is a piece of advice to parents, on the sub- 
ject of family government. We are not to suppose 
jodeed, that because a child may bé obstinate and re- 
fractory, a severe whipping wilt give bun claim to 
immortality and eternal life, and prevent his eternal 
misery. This would be to take away the glory of 
salvation from our Redeemer, and confer it ona rod. 
But chastisement from a parent is intended to have 
the same effect on his child, as the chastisement of 
our heavenly Parent must have on his imperfect off 
spring. In both, obedience is the object—this produ 
ces all those virtues, which, as we remarked ina 
former number, are necessary to a course of long and 
honorable life, and to save the child from debility, 
distress, an untimely death, and the grave (hades,*) 
all which, generally, follow a course of vice and 
criminality. 

Prov. xxvii. 20, “ Hell and destruction are never 
full, so the eyes of man are never satisfied.” There 
is no shadow of proof here, in favor of endless mise- 
ry. Should it he said, however, that proof is drawn 
from the circumstance of its not being fali, (for this 
is the only descriptive expression in the text,) we re- 
ply, that if a thing not being full, proves it to be a 
place of future everlasting distress, then there must 





* In using this word, as well as the Greek Geenna, I have 
followed the Greek orthography when applying them as 
Greek words. When Englicised they should be aspirated, 
and proneunced hades and gehenna. 





say that the held hece meationed means a place for 
eternal misery ? -If so, “the people of God” must 
go away into everlasting torment! Whatever this 
mean, it cannotmean this It cannot tnean that the 
elect, or the converted people of God shall suffer e- 
ternal distress. The signification of the word in this 
passage, concurs with what has been given before. 
[t signifies the grave. 

Isaiah xiv. 9-15, “ Hell (or “the grave,” see mar- 
gin) from beneath is nwved for thee (Lucifer, king of 
Babylon) to meet thee at thy coming 3 it stirreth up 
the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the earth, 
it has raised up from their thrones all the kings of 
the nations Ye: thou shalt be brought down to hell, 
to the sides of the pit.” Noone can misunderstand so 
plain a reference to the grave as this. It requires no 
comment. 

Isaiah xxviii. 15,, Speaking to the rulers of Jern- 
salem ; “* Because ye have said, we have made a Cov- 
enant with death, and with Aell we we at agreement, 
therefore, thus suit the Lord, Behold I lay in Zion 
a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious cor- 
ner stone, a sure foundation, he that believeth shall 
pot make haste; judgment also wiil I lay to the line, 
and righteousnes to the plummet, and the hail shall 
sweep away the refuge of jies, and the waters shall 
overflow the hiding place, and your counsel with 
death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with 
hell shall not stand.” Would any person, from the 
use here made of the word hell, undertake to prove 
that it implied a place of never ending, unmerciful 
punishment 2? We presume no one would undertake 
it; for it can have no such an explanation. We do 
not make it our province to treat of every passage, at 
large, which we quote. To do this would require 
volumes to be written. The probable meaning in 
short is this: The Rulers of Jerusalem being men of 
blood-thirsty dispositions, had, as we may say, made 
an agreement with death aud tne place of the dead ; 
not indced with death and hell as persons, could they 
he supposed to treat; but they had probably agreed 
to destroy all, who opposed their caprice, and flatter- 
ed themselves, that this they would do effectually, by 
putting theny to death and confining them in the 
grave. But what does God say to their impious cov- 
enant? “TD Jay in Zion a foundation ;” or in other 
words, I have provided a Redeemer from the powers 
of the grave, who after laying in hell himself three 
days, shall rise a comqueror over all the powers of 
darkness—the first fruits of them that sleep. And 
your counsel with death, shall be disannalled, and 
your agreement with hell, shall noi stand.” 

Isaiah Ivii. 9, “ And thou wentest to the king with 
ointment, and didst increase thy perfumes, and didst 
send thy messengers far off, and cicdst debase thyseif 
even unto hell.” The word, as here used, instead of 
intimating that he so debased himself as to go to end- 
less torments; simply intimates, that he humbled 
himself to the dust, or that he brought down his 
mind deep in the vale of humility. 

Ezekiel xxxi. 16, 17,‘ Iu the day when he went 
down to the grave, Tcaused a mourning. I made 
the nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when 1 
cast him down to hell with them that descend into 
the pit. They also went down into hell with him 
unto them that are slain with the sword.” The words 
grave, hell, and the pit, here used, are of the same 
signification, and mean the same place——the grave, 
or state of the dead in general. 

Ezekiel xxxii. 21 and 27, “'The strong among the 
mighty shall speak to him out of the mist of hell 
with them that help him: they are gone down, they 
lie uncircumcised, slain by the sword. And they 
shall not lic with the «mighty that are fallen of the 


Lt 





ef which the scriptures make frequent use; justifies 


the expression, “they shall speak to him Out af she 


inidst of hell.” : } y in 
Amos ix. 2, “ Though they dé into hell, thence 
shall wine hand take them; though they climb up to gl 


heaven, thence shall mine hand bring them down.” ili 


Supposing that by hell is here meant the regions of we 
eternal damnation, do you, friendly reader, suppose In 
that any who dig into it, will ever see the hand of sr 
Giod extended “to take them” out? Or if by < 
heaven is here intended the state of happy souls in 
eternity, do you suppose the hand of God will ever a 
“bring them down”? No. It is figurative language we 
shewing that in no place whatever can man go out 4 
of the presence of his Maker. If he dig into hell, or te 
the depths of the earth, from thence, (and not from oS 
future everlasting misery) will God bring him up ;— po 
Though he soar on the wings of the eagle, far from of 


the earth into the literal heavens, thence shall God | 
bring him down. “IT will exalt him that debaseth 































ae and J will bring down him that is of an high = 
leatt, ; 
Jonah ii. 2, “ Out of the belly of hell cried I, and ne 
thou heardest my voice.” You will readily perceive, tial 
that the hell here mentioned can no more mean, a nic 
place of endless distress in the future world, than any ten 
of the passages which we have already examined. To 
It is the belly of the fish, in which Jonah was confin- der 
ed for three days and three nights. tion 
Habak. ii. 5, ‘* Because he (the King of Chaldea) 1 
transgresseth by wine, he is a proud man, neither r 
keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hell 25 
and as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth cio 
unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all peo- tlie 
ple.” Is there any thing in this verse which defines Lo 
the word hell to signify a place of eternal distress ? er 
Is there any more reason for giving it that sense, than cal 
to give the same tothe word “death?” There is sin: 
not. The use of this word is so near the sense of it dec 
as found in Prov. xxvii. 20, that we refer you to our rig! 
remarks on that passage for our opinion on this. to ¢ 
We have now gone through with examining all the the 
passages in the Old Testament in which the world test 
hell is found; and we have found no passage, which, oft 
in its most obvious sense, does not refer us to a place tri 
or condition in this world. In our next we shall be- mre 
gin with the New Testament. ORIGEN. lea 
——+ sha 
Never magnify the faults of any, not even of your dic 
enemies, but on the contrary always palliate their Fat 
errors .smuch asa regard to truth and equity will : 
permit, An 
‘Nla 
FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, bor 
A few copies of the “ Christian {ntelligencer,” volumes } and 
and 2, bound together or separate. the 
A few copies of “NOTES ON THE PARABLES,” b me: 
Hosea Batiov. is h 
A SERMON on the Parable of the Rith Man and afi 
A SERMON on the Marriage of the King’s So | 
A volume of SERMONS, by Rev Hosea Ballou ed | 
A SERMON on the “Spring Season of the ma 
Rev. Dolphus Skinner, of Largdon, N. H. Sint 
And a number of other Pamphlets, favoring th be | 
Universal Salvation. we 
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